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Ernesto Zedillo of the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) won the Aug. 21 presidential election.
Nevertheless, wide-spread accusations of polling "irregularities" and unfair and/or illegal campaign
practices stained the elections. Based on a count of almost 89% of the ballots cast, the Federal
Electoral Institute (Instituto Federal Electoral, IFE) reported on Aug. 23 that the PRI candidate
had received 50% of the vote, compared with a 27% share for Diego Fernandez de Cevallos of the
National Action Party (PAN), and 17% for Cuauhtemoc Cardenas of the Democratic Revolution
Party (PRD).
In addition, preliminary statistics issued by some electronic news media outlets showed that the
PRI also retained overwhelming majorities in the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, which
would allow Zedillo to easily push his programs through the legislature. According to a report by
the Television Azteca network on Aug. 22, the governing party won 279 of the 300 seats contested in
direct elections for the Chamber of Deputies. Another 200 seats must still be divided proportionally
among the political parties, based on the percentage of the total vote each party received during the
election.
In the Senate, the PRI apparently won an overwhelming majority of the 64 seats contested in direct
elections. The Senate has a total of 128 seats, of which 96 were being contested in the present
elections, 64 of them through a direct vote and 32 through a proportional distribution based on
the percentage of total votes won by parties at state levels. The remaining 32 of the Senate's 128
seats were not contested, since the senators elected in 1991 will remain in their posts until the next
elections.
Zedillo's large margin of victory was accompanied by heavy voter turnout, which political party
leaders and electoral authorities estimated at roughly 70% to 75% of the 45.7 million eligible voters.
Despite his wide margin of victory, Zedillo who is scheduled to succeed current President Carlos
Salinas de Gortari on Dec. 1, 1994 hinted in his victory speech that he would provide opposition
parties an opportunity to have a voice in his administration. "We are facing an historic opportunity
to create a government for the common good in which the interests of all are recognized," he said.
Domestic election observers and foreign "electoral visitors" said they saw no evidence that the
PRI had repeated the massive fraud that reportedly led to President Salinas' victory in 1988. In
fact, Dong Nguyen Huu, coordinator of the team of election experts sent by the United Nations
to Mexico, said the presence of certified domestic observers and foreign "electoral visitors" was
instrumental in creating a relatively clean election.
Nevertheless, the elections were not as clean as promised by electoral officials, with numerous
instances of voting irregularities and charges of unfair and/or illegal electoral practices levied
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against the PRI. Much of the criticism was not for outright fraud, but for continuing unfair practices
that gave the ruling party an advantage at the polls, such as control of the media and the use of
political pressure in which voters were made to believe they would lose their jobs or position in the
community if they did not vote for the PRI. In a press statement after the election, PAN candidate
Fernandez de Cevallos charged that the government used its weight and wealth to bias the results,
thus making the process "profoundly unequal and profoundly unjust." He asked his supporters to
refrain from violence, saying he would issue a protest through legal channels.
PRD candidate Cardenas took a more public action, holding a protest rally against the PRI and
the government on Aug. 22 in the Zocalo, Mexico City's central square. Calling the election "a
colossal fraud," the PRD candidate told supporters to defend Mexico's right to a "legitimate vote."
Cardenas and the PRD scheduled a second rally in Mexico City for Aug. 27, to present a formal
course of action, once final results from the IFE are made public. The Civic Alliance (Alianza Civica),
composed of more than 30 independent citizen organizations, also presented a long list of campaign
irregularities and some instances of fraud against the PRI and local electoral officials.

Voting Irregularities
Alliance leader Sergio Aguayo said some of the irregularities were as simple as unjustified delays in
opening of polling stations. At the same time, Aguayo detailed some serious charges, including the
following:
Reports filed by Civic Alliance volunteers assigned to 741 polling places found that nearly 9% of the
booths permitted people who had indelible ink on their thumbs a sign that they had already voted at
another booth to cast ballots.
Just over 6% of the booths had no ink to mark the fingers of people who had voted, and nearly 8% of
the booths had ink that could be washed off.
Slightly more than 29% of polling places allowed people to vote who were not on the electoral
register, while 71% of the polling places turned away some would-be voters whose names did not
appear on the electoral register. "Perhaps Mr. Zedillo won the elections legally," Aguayo told the
Associated Press. "I am willing to give the government the benefit of the doubt. But I hope the new
authorities understand that the burden of proof lies on them and not on society."
By far the most publicized complaint about the elections, however, was the shortage of ballots at
many of the 687 polling stations set up for absentee voters. Because of electoral reforms enacted
this year, the stations were limited to 300 ballots to prevent multiple voting. Many of these stations
were set up in communities along the US-Mexico border to allow Mexican citizens who registered to
vote but reside in the US to cast their ballots. Stations were also set up in Chiapas, where absentee
voting stations were located to accommodate both Mexican soldiers stationed in Chiapas and local
residents who have been unable to return to their homes despite a cease-fire in place between
the Mexican army and the Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN). The shortage of ballots at
absentee voting stations especially attracted protests in Chiapas, Guadalajara, and Mexico City, but
electoral officials told Radio Red that the shortages prevented only an estimated 35,000 of Mexico's
45 million voters from casting ballots.
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Some observers charged that local electoral officials sympathetic to the PRI knowing that ballots
at absentee stations were limited took advantage of the situation by sending voters who were
legitimately listed at permanent voting stations to the absentee stations. For his part, former
US Democratic Party chairman Paul Kirk, a member of a delegation of foreign electoral visitors,
suggested that Mexican officials should have shown more flexibility by replenishing the stations that
ran out of absentee ballots.
Another charge against the PRI during this year's election is that the party may have far surpassed
the spending limit of US$40 million for the campaign to elect Zedillo. PRI officials, who do not have
to file a campaign report until late November, have declined to disclose how much was spent on
Zedillo's campaign. However, research released by the Mexican Human Rights Academy (Academia
Mexicana de Derechos Humanos) a few days before the election indicates the PRI may have spent
up to one-third of the legal limit on campaign spots since April on just two large TV stations. That
total does not include spots on 70 other TV stations, or radio, newspaper, subway or billboard
advertising spent in Zedillo's aggressive media blitz.
"Unless they're getting big discounts, that's enough to put them over the limit right there," said Luz
Paula Parra, a media monitor for the Academy, which has received funding from the United Nations
to monitor the vote. Zedillo's apparent victory spelled good news for Mexico's financial markets,
which are looking to the PRI candidate to closely follow the economic policies enacted by President
Salinas.
On Aug. 22, the day after the election, the key stock indicator (Indice de Precios de Cotizacion, IPC)
at the Mexican Stock Exchange (BMV) opened 30 points higher and eventually broke the symbolic
2,750 point "target" level, setting a six-month high. The BMV closed 0.12 points lower on Aug. 23, in
what analysts widely considered a market correction to the gains attained on Aug. 22.
Meantime, according to statistics released by IFE, the country's smaller parties faced difficulty
attracting support. Based on the count of 89% of the ballots, the PRI, PAN, and PRD together had
attracted almost 94% of the vote, leaving the remaining 6% to the other six parties. In fact, early
indications show that only two of Mexico's newer parties the Workers Party (PT) and the Green
Party (PVEM) had attracted enough support to obtain the 1.5% of the vote required to gain seats
in the 500-member Chamber of Deputies. On the other hand, parties with a historic presence in
Mexican politics such as the Authentic Party of the Mexican Revolution and the Popular Socialist
Party (PPS) apparently did not gain enough support to win representation in the legislature. Still
another party, the Cardenista Front for National Reconstruction (PFCRN), was struggling to gain
sufficient support to gain one seat.
In the Chiapas gubernatorial election, the PRI and PRD are so far both claiming victory, even though
official reports indicate that PRI candidate Eduardo Robledo enjoyed an overwhelming lead of 52%,
compared with 34% for PRD candidate Amado Avendano. The results were issued with almost
78% of the ballots counted. PRD officials noted that most of the 22% of the vote not yet received
by IFE officials in Chiapas was from areas controlled by the EZLN, where Avendano could have
received strong enough support to help him win the election. According to some reports on Aug.
23, a number of communities throughout Chiapas are planning to hold public demonstrations and
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acts of civil disobedience if the IFE declares Robledo as governor-elect. For its part, the EZLN, in a
communique to the news media on Aug. 22, said Zapatista officials would reserve comment on the
state and national elections until the IFE announces final results.
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